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620 Reviews of Books 

In its opening sentence the thesis of the work is expressed : " The 
history of the loss of America is the history of a Tory reaction." This 
thesis is maintained too much in the spirit of an advocate, but often with 
force and with a dramatic marshalling of facts from the records. In- 
deed, this book has the quality of interest in a high degree. The style 
is not free from faults ; but in the main it is simple, vigorous and enter- 
taining. The industrious grouping of extracts from sources will prove 
an advantage to the student; but the advantage would have been far 
greater had the author adopted a modern system of citation. 

George Elliott Howard. 

Dr. John McLoughlin, the Father of Oregon. By Frederick V. 

Holman, Director of the Oregon Pioneer Association and of the 

Oregon Historical Society. (Cleveland : The Arthur H. Clark 

Company. 1907. Pp. 301.) 

This volume partakes strongly of the character of a memorial. It 
grew out of an address delivered on McLoughlin Day observed at the 
Lewis and Clark Exposition on October 6, 1905. The subject extolled 
was of Canadian birth and of Scotch-Irish antecedents. He was in 
charge of Fort William, the factory of the Northwest Company on the 
north shore of Lake Superior, when that company was merged in the 
Hudson Bay Company, and was transferred to the management of the 
consolidated concern's affairs west of the Rocky Mountains. He con- 
tinued to be its chief factor in the " old Oregon country " during the 
remaining twenty-two years of " joint occupation ". Nevertheless, he 
is — and not inaptly — termed the " Father of Oregon ", referring to the 
American settlement that developed into an American commonwealth. 
It necessarily took a man of fine administrative ability to conduct so 
successfully the operations of " The Great Company " throughout the 
vast Pacific slope during the period of disputed sovereignty. His predi- 
lections for democratic institutions and society must have been exceed- 
ingly strong that he should turn to Oregon City, an isolated frontier 
hamlet, after having lived a quarter of. a century nearly as the master 
of a baronial establishment at Fort Vancouver. But the transcendently 
unique element in Dr. McLoughlin's character shines in the measure and 
quality of humanity exhibited, during the early forties mainly, towards 
the travel-worn and destitute pioneers coming across the plains from 
the American states. These at the approach of winter were just com- 
pleting their trans-continental migration and thronged at the gates of 
his fort in direst need. They had come to wrest Oregon from his 
nation and his corporation — and he fed, clothed and sheltered all who 
applied for aid. He even sent out free conveyance to bear them safely 
in over the most dangerous part of their journey. Suffering was alle- 
viated and many — women and children especially — were saved from 
perishing. It would have been easy by indifference to the needs of these 
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Oregon pioneers to have given the Indians the cue to rid him of them. 
There was no Indian war and but few minor depredations while Dr. 
McLoughlin was in charge at Fort Vancouver. And, moreover, the 
situation in the closing years of the period of joint occupation was 
such that, without the wise and forbearing McLoughlin in charge, colli- 
sions between the English and Americans could hardly have been averted 
and war between the United States and Great Britain prevented. 

The author is a descendant of a pioneer family who had experienced 
the gracious kindness of the chief factor. He had also from earliest 
youth heard from all sides among the pioneers tributes to the humanity 
of Dr. McLoughlin. He naturally writes with feeling. However, the 
volume is not mere panegyric. One hundred and seventy-two pages are 
taken up with his account and argument, and one hundred and twelve are 
used for " illustrative documents referred to in the text ". The search 
for documentary sources, without being extended to the archives of the 
Hudson Bay Company, was thorough and the materials are handled with 
care and accuracy. 

Dr. McLoughlin, representing the interests of a giant English fur- 
trading corporation and at the same time exhibiting the tenderest hu- 
manity towards invading American agriculturists contesting its terri- 
tory, was inviting martyrdom. He was forced to resign and to assume 
the burden of the credit he had given the pioneers. And again, Dr. 
McLoughlin, while still the chief factor, laying claim to a town and 
power site on the American side of the Columbia, the possession of 
which would give monopoly advantage and the key to the economic 
progress of primitive Oregon, was also challenging fate. The wrongs 
he suffered through the machinations of those who sought to deprive 
him of his land-claim have the chief emphasis in this book. They are 
discussed from the strictly legal and abstractly ethical point of view. 
There is no possible defense for the course actually pursued against 
him while he was attempting to hold a section of land, including the 
present site of Oregon City and the then most available power for 
flouring and lumber-mill purposes. But privilege was almost certain 
to be challenged on the American frontier and in a ruthless way. The 
land law first adopted by the organizers of the provisional government 
declared against the basis of Dr. McLoughlin's title. It must be said, 
however, if privilege and royalty were under any condition in order 
in the American community in Oregon, Dr. John McLoughlin was far 
and away the rightful heir to all that could be conferred. It is only 
in the fact that the author did not examine the problem involved in the 
virtual martyrdom of Dr. McLoughlin from the broadly historical point 
of view that any exception can be taken to this admirable book. 

F. G. Young. 



